Steam technology revolutionised maritime transport during the nineteenth century. Together with the establishment of the first regular lines, steamers soon led to the commencement of pleasure navigation. The aim of this article is to analyse the impact and scope of this process in Spain, by means of a study of the first experiences in the mid-nineteenth century. In addition to a brief introduction and final conclusions, the paper is structured around four sections. The first contains an appraisal of the situation of passenger transport. Some information is then provided regarding the first cruise in 1854. Next, the essay highlights some of the features of short excursions that were very well received by the public, especially in the island of Majorca. Finally, attention is given to a very special type of travel, the main attraction of which lay in the opportunity to witness an event of a military nature.
Introduction
in 1845, precluded the establishment of a regular service with the Asian colony by means of vessels registered in Spain. For this reason, it was considered 'convenient' to take advantage of the stopovers made by the P&O steamers in Gibraltar. 18 In addition to structural obstacles, a certain 'perception of unsafeness' can be added, which was associated with the experience of travelling in Spain. 19 In general, those who visited the country did so convinced that sooner or later they would be the victims of an assault by bandoleros or rateros (thieves), or even that they would be involved in some mutiny or uprising. 20 'The general opinion is that Spain is still one of the countries that one cannot visit without first having made a will,' noted the Guide Joanne with certain irony. 21 Dumas himself admitted that he had travelled with the idea that the roads from Bayona to Madrid were 'infested' with wrongdoers. 22 Exaggerated or not, these testimonies contributed enormously to reinforcing the 'unfavourable' image that Spain maintained until the end of the nineteenth century.
Despite all of this, this article will illustrate a certain similarity to what took place in the United
Kingdom. In this sense, in Spain, too, where steam navigation was introduced and became generalised several decades later than in Britain, the new-vessels soon inspired the first pleasure trips. The study is mainly based on the written press. Working with this primary source, subjected to filtering and verification to ensure its validity as research data, is vital in order to reconstruct the historic background of modern cruising.
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Steamers and passenger traffic
In mid-August 1848, the Majorcan press published a curious advertisement entitled 'Pleasure voyage from Palma to Algiers' (Figure 1) . 24 The announcement referred to the organisation of a sea trip to the North African city, departing on 3 September with the return trip to the island of Majorca scheduled for 8 September. The Compagnie du bateau à vapeur Languedoc, a small French shipping company that operated the liner service on the Sète-Palma-Algiers route, arranged the event. 25 The advertisement is most probably the first publicity for a maritime pleasure voyage in Spain. The project was an 'imitation' of another voyage that took place a few weeks previously on board the same steamship, when a group of passengers from Algiers arrived at the port of Palma for the 'sole purpose' of spending a few days 'at leisure' on the island of Majorca. 26 In its second initiative, therefore, the company decided to reverse the route and address the 'Majorcan public' or, more precisely, its restricted wealthy class, the only people with sufficient time and money to grant them access to this new mode of travel. The fare of 30 pesetas per person (about 22s) represented a rather large sum of money, more so taking into account that the price established by the organisers only included the return passage, and did not cover the cost of meals. By way of comparison, 30 pts on the island of Majorca was equivalent to an annual subscription to the main local newspaper, the Diario Constitucional de Palma.
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The pleasure trip to Algiers did not ultimately take place. First, it was delayed due to a 'small' breakdown suffered by the boat. On 30 August, the newspaper reported that the French steamer was obliged to move to Toulon for necessary repairs, and that the departure would therefore take place on 12 September. 28 Then, something else must have happened. After an exhaustive analysis of the maritime chronicles of port traffic in Palma de Mallorca, no operation appears for the French steamer on the scheduled days. Everything would seem to indicate that the company was unable to assemble the minimum number of one hundred participants, according to a clause included in the first advertisement for the voyage. 29 Furthermore, it is easy to suppose that the three repeated breakdowns suffered by the Languedoc in the months prior to the planned departure did not facilitate the task of the organisers vis-à-vis their reduced clientele. In general, as is well known, the first steam ships experienced many problems, which only began to be reduced in the final decades of the nineteenth century, thanks to continued technological improvements. In order to obtain a better understanding of the 1848 voyage to Algiers, and to grasp its significance, it is worth situating the event within the general context of maritime passenger travel.
In the middle of the nineteenth century, passenger conveyance by sea was very limited in Spain, and merely formed a complement to cargo transport. This situation is reflected in the table below, which summarises the passenger traffic that disembarked in Majorca in 1848. That year, according to sea traffic-related news in the island's newspapers, the island port received 832 merchant vessels and a total of 4,290 passengers. These data point to an average of little more than 5 passengers per disembarkation. The above information allows us to obtain a more nuanced reading of the situation. First and foremost, traditional sailboats in the middle of the century were absolutely dominant, reaching more than 93% of total port traffic. By contrast, the presence of modern steamers at the ferry terminal of Palma was nominal, with just 56 arrivals recorded during the whole year (6.7%). This data is not surprising since in 1848 the Spanish merchant navy had only 24 steamers, compared with more than 4,600 sailboats. 31 What is more significant, however, is that the new-technology ships already Travelling by sailboat was much less expensive; it usually cost 5 and 10 pts respectively (3s.7d and 7s.2d).
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Although steam engines eventually made it possible to construct larger vessels with increased transport capacity, screw propellers and more efficient engines took time to evolve. At first, the presence of boilers, machinery and coal stores greatly reduced the cargo capacity of the first steamers, making it essential to promote the new mode of transport among passengers. They 'had the double advantage of being willing to pay a good price and not requiring hold space'. The possibility of pleasure travel to Algiers, like the other initiatives described below, should be positioned within the context of the evolution and expansion of sea-going passenger traffic as a result of the application of the steam engine to the propulsion of boats. As an anonymous reporter 35 The estimated exchange rate is based on Aceña and Pons, 'Sistema monetario'. when its first steamer, the Ebro, inaugurated the Liverpool-Barcelona line. After several scheduled calls at other Spanish ports, the boat finally reached Barcelona on 13 March 1854. 43 As for its technical characteristics, the vessel had a length of 61 metres, with an iron hull and a propeller, one of the first with this system of propulsion to be registered in the Catalonian capital.
44
After the arrival at Barcelona, the ship was the subject of a public guided tour, in which members of the local press participated. 45 Apart from its promotional purpose, and the subsequent publicity in the news media, According to the schedule, the voyage of the Ebro lasted for 7 days, including two long stopovers in Menorca and Majorca. A total of 75 passengers travelled on board the ship from Barcelona, and they were accommodated in saloons fore and aft, as well as on deck. Those without a cabin decided to spend the night at inns in Mahón and Palma, but the 'limited number' of facilities in Palma made it necessary for some of the passengers to find lodging in various private homes, highlighting the deep-rooted shortage of accommodation on the island of Majorca. 50 Despite this trouble, Ebro passengers were 'very satisfied' with the experience, emphasising the 'natural beauty' of the two islands. Finally, at 11 o'clock in the morning on 3 July 1854, the steamer returned to the port of Barcelona.
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Recreational day trips
From the mid-nineteenth century, pleasure maritime excursions also began in Spain. The first recreational day trips were generally planned around an organised visit to a nearby location of Therefore, from this perspective too, the first steamers were far more appropriate for pleasure trips of short duration. The possibility of addressing a wider and more diverse public represented another of the strong points of this type of trip. On the one hand, the reduction in expenses of all kinds (coal, port taxes, etc.) resulted in a more affordable fare price. On the other, the shortness of the event also opened the door to those who were not altogether free from personal obligations, favouring proximity with other members of the upper echelons of society. Based on these premises, therefore, it is not surprising that the market response to these activities was very relevant in numerical terms, as is clear below.
From the geographical point of view, sea trips first began to proliferate in the Mediterranean area, and subsequently in the North of Spain, where steam navigation extended after a certain delay. 54 At the end of 1858, in fact, the northern provinces of Spain (from Galicia to Basque Country) counted a total of 13 steamers, less than 16% of the new-technology vessels registered in Spain. 55 In chronological order, the first and fragmented pieces of news regarding the organisation of a sea trip originated in Barcelona, and refer to two initiatives programmed for Saturday and Sunday, the 8th -9th of September 1855. The destinations of the trips were the nearby towns of Sitges and Villanueva, respectively. In both cases, the passengers would travel aboard the Villa de Sueca, a small, recently built steamer that subsequently operated on coastal routes.
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More evidence is available of another project that was undertaken a few months later in the Balearic archipelago. The Empresa Mallorquina de Vapores, a new shipping company that was incorporated in Palma in 1855, promoted a short 'pleasure trip' to the nearby island of Cabrera planned for Sunday 17 February 1856. 57 Provided that the weather was 'calm', the Rey Don Jaime I
would be boarded at eight o'clock in the morning, whilst the return trip would be completed 'at nightfall' on the same day. 58 Built in London shipyards, the steamer had recently docked for the first time in the port of Palma, drawing the 'admiration' of the 'numerous' members of the public that had arrived to witness its entry. This event was widely reported in the local press, which emphasised the usual enthusiasm that would accompany the first appearance of steam ships on the island of Majorca. 59 The incorporation of the new vessel in the fleet of the Balearic merchant navy was expected not only to guarantee greater 'punctuality' in communication with the peninsula, but to satisfy the 'fondness for travel' of the Majorcan people. Moreover, the daily newspaper El Balear emphasised the 'comfortable and spacious' saloons, which it considered 'necessary' in order to render 'the discomforts' suffered by the Majorcans during their crossings 'less perceptible'.
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Owing to inclement weather, the 1856 trip to Cabrera was postponed until the following initiative to include an orchestra on board the boat. The musical performance, with an emphasis on patriotic hymns, 'entertained' the passengers and made the trip 'more agreeable'. In a festive atmosphere, the passengers returned to the port of Palma at nightfall, where many local residents were able to witness their arrival. As the ship approached the port the crowd increased 'extraordinarily'. 61 The second is the extensive participation of the public, which included the unusual presence of 'a great many' women. Ultimately, 'around' 400 travellers wished to discover the 'unsurpassable conditions' of the ship and 'enjoy' a day of leisure. 62 From any point of view, this is an exceptional figure for sea traffic at that time. The response of the public takes on greater importance if we take into account that the first day trips excluded a priori the great majority of the population. In fact, the price per person of the trip to Cabrera was 5 pts (a little over 4s): a not inconsiderable sum for the people of Majorca around 1856, equivalent for example to the value of a, 1175 page Spanish language dictionary.
From the beginning of its activity, the Empresa Mallorquina de Vapores showed a great interest in pleasure sailing. As well as the Sunday excursions, the company tried to arrange expeditions of longer duration, including trips abroad. A few days after the acquisition of its first steamer, the Balearic Islands press included 'rumours' that were circulating about a long recreational voyage, provided that a 'sufficient' number of passengers could be found. The trip on this occasion was an expedition to Italy, with a long stopover in Civitavecchia, in order to attend the 'Easter week functions in the capital of the Christian world'. 63 And just under two months later, on 14 April 1856, the company officially announced its intention to undertake a pleasure trip of 7 days to Algeria, departure being subject once again to the requisite of a minimum number of bookings.
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In both cases, however, the projects did not come to fruition. The lack of clientele finally obliged the company to modify its plans and renew the regular service between Palma and Barcelona. In this respect, the difficulties inherent in arranging cruises of several days were confirmed, showing at the same time a clear difference with the trips with no overnight stay. The latter, in fact, continued to make a strong impact among the local population. A 'multitude' of people, for example, flocked to the port of Palma de Mallorca on 18 July 1860. On this occasion, their purpose was to participate in the 'recreational and instructive' voyage to the neighbouring town of Andraitx, in the south-west of the island, and to be able to 'observe from there the total eclipse of the sun'
(figure 2). In exchange for 5 pts per passenger (a little over 4s), the company made available to its clientele the Rey Don Jaime II, a new steamer it acquired at the beginning of 1858, after being awarded the mail service between the Iberian Peninsula and the Balearic Islands. The company undertook another project in 1862, for the purpose of visiting the caves of Artá, in the north-east of the island of Majorca. Local sources state that two steamers travelled towards this 'wonder of nature' on Sunday 27 July 1862. 66 The first, the Rey Don Jaime II, left first thing in the morning with around 400 people on board. 67 Prior to the departure, and for the 'greater convenience' of its clientele, the shipping company arranged for a short mass to be held in the voyage' from the port of Bilbao, departing at half past four in the morning. The return voyage departed the following day at eleven o'clock at night. 74 As a result, according to the report, the passengers could not only attend the match, but subsequently take part in a country dance and go to the theatre. 75 Continuing with the same modus operandi, another excursion took place in August of the same year on the occasion of the fiestas of Lequeitio, on the east coast of Biscay. This time it was the Empresa de los vapores Unión y Comercio that took the initiative. The purpose of the trip was to take passengers to 'unmissable' bull-fighting events and other diversions that formed part of the festivities in the Biscay town. 76 The Comercio reached Lequeitio at around one o'clock in the afternoon on 9 August 1863, with 'more than' two hundred trippers on board, who were met with music, flares and 'other signs' of hospitality.
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The third and last example of this new phenomenon took place in August 1865. The Unión steamer company organised a 'pleasure voyage' from Bilbao to Zarauz, another emerging seaside resort on the Biscay coast. 78 The project was organised to coincide with a short summer stay in the small Gipuzkoa town by the Spanish royal family. 79 Sadly, according to the report, the trip on Sunday 13 August must have been anything but pleasurable. Dreadful weather conditions and heavy seas led to significant alterations to the schedule. Even at that, only a 'small number' of the passengers who had joined the initiative dared to board the steamer, together with some members of a band of musicians who tried to entertain them. Furthermore, that same night, all the festivities that had been organised in Zarauz were suspended, after news was received from Madrid of the death of Francisco de Paula of Bourbon.
Military cruises
Although Spanish cruising took its first tentative steps in Barcelona and Majorca, the new mode of recreation began to make a timid appearance in other regions of Spain as well. Far from being a generalised phenomenon, simple, scattered attempts were made which, except in the case of day trips, were largely unsuccessful owing to lack of clientele. In view of this scenario, and with the aim of encouraging greater interest among the well-off, some steam companies tried to promote long voyages that coincided with military events. One of these was incorporated in Bilbao in the summer of 1865. The Unión steamship company set up an 8-day 'recreational trip' to Cherbourg.
The goal of the initiative, as specified in the announcement, was to attend a joint meeting of various naval war squadrons held in the French city in mid-August of that year. To recruit the minimum 100 passengers, the Spanish press emphasised that the 'extraordinary festival' would attract 'all the elegant and well-educated people of Europe'. Morocco. Tense relations between the two nations, which led to the commencement of hostilities the following October (Hispano-Moroccan War), put an end to any hopes of organising this trip.
In relationship to this military event, during which many Spanish merchant vessels were used for the transportation of troops or other logistic operations, the scene was set for a cruise in February 1860 to Tetouan, a city that had recently been conquered by the Spanish army. 85 As usual, news filtered out regarding a very generic project; it seemed no more important than any other journalistic rumour regarding the 'glorious' African campaign. Then, at the beginning of the 1860s, sources recount the commencement of the first summer expeditions.
As noted above, many of the first voyages did not take place for a host of reasons. In practice, with the exception of the cruise of the Ebro to the Balearic Islands in 1854, only day trips materialised. These outings occurred mainly at the island of Majorca, attracting large numbers of trippers on many occasions. During this early period, recreational sea travel in Spain almost always involved little more than a short trip to a nearby location, with no overnight stay, consisting of a planned visit to a place of interest or the witnessing of some specific event. much more time to develop as a viable element of the market. In view of the lack of clientele willing to travel for pleasure over several days, steam companies chose to organise trips by taking advantage of some extraordinary event that might arouse greater interest. The most striking example was the cruise to Tetouan. The idea of associating a warlike event with recreational travel is merely a reflection of the difficulties organisers encountered in finding a minimum number of participants.
Indeed, it was not until the end of 1869 that the first long-duration cruise took place in Spain. That year, the steamer Pelayo managed to leave Barcelona en route to one of the most transcendental events of the era: the inauguration of the Suez Canal.
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Until only a few decades ago, the cruise remained a privilege of the wealthy classes. Response to the first initiatives in Spain was linked to whether the journey was to be long or short. Although both types of trip were taken for pleasure, the two products were very different, and even more so from the point of view of demand. When the duration of travel was increased, it became a much more selective practice, a true luxury within the exclusive reach of very few, available only to those who had a high income and sufficient time. These two factors, however, did not have such a decisive impact on day trips. If, in addition to all of this, we add the aforementioned lack of a travelling culture among Spanish elites, and the fact that the first steamers were not equipped to guarantee the enjoyment of a long sea crossing, we obtain a more defined picture of the differentiating features of Spanish cruising in this first phase. 99 Cerchiello, 'Turismo de eventos', 95-115.
